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orr BENgpICT XVI is emphatic about confes- ! : S o
sion. “The renewal of the Church in America
depends on the renewal of the practice of
penance and the growth in holiness which that
sacrament both inspires and accomplishes,” he said at Na-
tionals Stadium in Washington, D.C.

Pope John Paul II was also emphatic. He spent his last

vears as Pope pleading for more confession. He made it W, o W e
one of the Church’s two top priorities in 2001’s “At the l
Beginning of the New Millennium.” In 2002’s Misericor-
dia Dei he sought to correct abuses of it. In 2003’ en-

CK

cyclical Ecclesia de Encharistia, he used formal language to :
declare its necessity.
Pope Benedict XVI shares both John Paul’s urgency and

his compassionate love for the sacrament of mercy.

R, SHUTTERSTO

“The liberating power of this sacrament,” Benedict

KNEELE

told Americans, “in which our honest confession of sin is

met by God’s merciful word of pardon and peace, needs to
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er, this crucial sacrament.
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