receives her grace from the Holg Spirit, who, in the form of a
clovc, forms the crown. Tl‘uc crown about her head contains
twelve stars. | he number twelve has a|wags been signi{:icant in
Sacrccl Scripturc. ]’c stands for the twelve aPostlcs‘ Tl‘ze seven
flames (in rccl) sgmbolizc the seven ghcts of the Holg Spirit Marg
is clothed in the sun (the light that surrounds her statue) and
stands over the moon at her feet. Thc blue g|ass that is attached

to her hands rcPrescnts grace and reminds us, of course, that she

is Qur Laclg of Girace.

Upon entering the sacristy from the door near the organ side,
one notices in the marble wall a gold door with the words (Dlea
Sacra. | his is the ambty, the rcpository for the holg oils. The
three ho|3 oils used in the administration of the sacraments are
kcpt in three distinct metal containers. | he oil of catechumens
which is used to bless and strcngtl‘xcn those preparing for baP~
tism; the oil of the sick with which the Pricst brings Jesus'
strengt}'\ and healing to those who arcjoinecl with the su\q:ering
(Christ in serious illness; and the sacred chrism which is used in

celebrating the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Hol3

Orders.
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HISTORY
Our Lacly of Grace Church was founded on June 7, 1947. The

events, the People, the efforts and the accomP[ishments !eading to its

achievements have been many since that clay whenBishoP fﬂ]ugh C
Bog[e created Our Lady of Girace Farish,

r. Oliver D. Kee{:er Purchased the sight for the new Parish on Sep—
tember 20, 1948. The first Parish ec[ifice, built ultimately for class-
rooms, was the home of Our Lady of Girace Farish. The beloved little
church was dedicated Jur\e i8, 1950 bg BishoP Jo}m IF. Dearden,

when the Parish consisted of some 263 Parishoners.

The first school and addition to the temporary church was blessec’,
dedicated and oPenec{ to grac]es -4 in September of 1954, The
Sisters of the fﬂumi]itg of Mary made up the origina] Facu]ty of Our
La&g of Grace School — there were four of them.

The second school addition and eight room wing built to accommo-
date all eight e]cmcntarg gradcs, welcomed PuPi[s in Scptmcber,
1956. The third cxaPansion, forced }33 }Dooming Parish growth in
1958, suPPlied six more classrooms and some }Dreathing room in the

crowded little church.

The hard work of Monsignor Michacl J Conroy and his “helPers"
lead to the January 7, 1962 grour\&obrcaking on the Prcscnt c{ay
church. Bishop John . Wright dedicated the new church on June 12,
196%. Ongoing imProvemer\ts continued in 1988 with sanctuary reno-~

vation, new carPeting, interior Painting and stain~glass windows in both

the Blessc& Sacramer\t and Marian Chapels.

NAME

The title of Our La&g of Grace goes to a Picture that was discov-
ered in Rome about the year | 610 bg the Ver\erab[e Dominic of Jo-
sus and Marg (i 559~1 650), who later became the fifth Genera| of the
Discalccd Carmelite Order. One evening when Dominic was wa”dng
Past an old house that was going to be converted into a convent, an

interior imPulsc attracted himto a l—:eap of debris.
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Tl‘rc dome or canopy over the altart is called a baldachino.
O cither side of the altar are candlles rcPrcscnting (Christ as the Iight of the world.

Tl’xc Pu{oit; /cct'crn, or ambo, are the names for the stan&ing desk for Proc!aiming the
Word of (God and Preaching Jts bcautg and ccntralitg reflect the dignity of the
Word.

The /Drcslb/cnt"s chair is the Placc from which the Priest, as leader of the assemb]g,

leads the congregation in prayer.

The tabernacle is the receptacle in which the consecrated bread (the Holg I ucha-
rist) is reserved so that Hol}j Communion may be brougl‘vt to the sick and home-
bound and may be adored. T he red sanctuary candle reminds us of Christ's pres-

ence in the [ ucharist. T abernacle means dwc”ing P]acc or tent.

Tl’xc bapt/ﬁsma//ontis the Place where we entered the C!‘lurch and become members
of God's )Camily througlﬂ the waters of new life.

Star\c]ing by the baptismal fontis a largc candle, the Ioa.sc[la/cand’/c. At the [ aster
\/igil the candle was lit reprcsenting Christ as the light of the world leac]ing us to new
life through His Resurrection and Baptism.

The crucifixis the cross bearing the boclg of the dead Christ which appearecl as an
obj’ect of veneration in the fifth century.

Looking above the tabernacle is the stained g]ass window which reflects the miracle
of the loaves and fishes, a clear sign of the [ ucharist still to come. | he seven loaves
represent our clai19 bread. The two red fish rcpresent the divine and human nature
of Christ. The twelve baskets (the green v~sl'|apecl sections) rePreser\t the twelve
baskets of food remaining which the twelve aPostles gatherec{ after everyone had
been fed. Wheat stalks and grapes also appear.

The Marian Sanctuarg reminds us of Marg, Our Laclﬂ of (Grace. T he blue g[ass

symbo[izes the grace ﬂowing to us from Christ through her intercession. The crown
above Marg‘s head sgmbolizes that she is the deen of Heaven and earth and she
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Tl‘rc g[ass Pane[ to the left of the sanctuarg Proclaims grace and
Christ's fulfillment of the Promiscs cxempli)ciecl bg the banquet
context of the Mass in the Sacramcnt of Holg Communiorm
The chalice, wheat, paten and host, fish and loaves, and the fruit
of the vine, grapes, are all allusions to this theme as devclopcc’ in

the Ncw Tcstamcnt

The other windows in the church are for Practical purposes —~
]etting sun]ig}-zt in — and there are no sgmbo]ic values to be Placcd

on them.

The sanctuary is the area of the church in which the altar, Pulpit,
Presidcntia[ chair, tabernacle, baPtismal font, Pasc}wa] candle and

crucifix are located.

The aftaris the central Fumishing of the church builcling The

altar is the common table of the asscmb!y on which sacrifice and

thanksgiving are offered and from which nourishment is received.

At the beginning of Mass you migl—ut notice the Priest kissing the
altar. T hisis a sgmbol of reverence for the altar and to the relics
that are Placec{ in the altar. T he SCPU/C/‘UITI or cavity for the relics
has a stone cover. Our re[iciuary contains the remains of three

saints, three grains of incense and a Parc]’xment certificate.

The three saints are St. Victor, Fope, rcignecl from 189-198
AD and who was a native African and a Prolilcic writer. St. [Te-
licitus, martyr, was born in the beginning of the fourth century
who with her seven sons was martgrec! about the middle of the

fourth century. T he third saint is an unknown martyr.
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After c|osc[3 examining the rubbish, his eyes fell upon an oil Painting, which was torn
and covered with dirt. Grieved at seeing a Picture of the Heavcnlg Mother in such a

miserable condition, he took it to his cell and rePaircd it.

One m’ght, while Praging fora Par‘ticularlcavor and knccling before the holg image, he
noticed that dust had settled upon it. While he was gent]g removing the dust, the
face of Qur Lacl3 suclclcnlg became animated. She smiled at Dominic and nodded
her head in token of her gratitude. Donminic feared that he was a victim of a diaboli-
cal illusion, but the Quccn of Heaven dispc”cd his uneasiness with the Fo“owing
word: "["ear not, for your request is grantcc’. Jt will be accomplished and will be part

of the recompense that you are to receive for the love that you bear to my Divinc

Son and mgsc]]c.”

When Our Laclg invited [Dominic to make another request of her, he asked for the
release of one of his benefactors from Furgator& The Ho|3 \/irgin Promisecl to
grant this rcqucst if several Masses and good works were offered for the soul.
Shortlg aFtcrward, the B[cssccl Motl—:er aPPearecl with the soul of the bcnclcactor,
who had been delivered from Furgatorg.

The Blessed Mother then Promisccl Dominic, "All those who implorc my protec-
tion,c{evoutlg honoring this Picturc, will obtain their Petition, and will receive my
graces. Moreover, ] shall hearken in a special manner to the prayers that shall be

addressed to me for the relief of souls in Furgatory.”

Since Dominic wanted others to venerate the image and receive the benefits of the
Holg Mother's Promiscs, he P[aced the Picture in the Church of Santa Maria della

Secala. | ater it was moved to various countries. Now it can be found in the church of

the Viennese Carmel.
(Excerptcd from [ rayeres and [ 7’cavcn/ﬂ Fromises bg Joan Carroll Cruz)

TOUROF THE CHURCH

Ore of the first things we see when we enter the vestibule or the meeting or gather—
ing P]ace located near the front doors are the ﬁa/ﬂ water /onts, the containers of

blessed water, these serve as a reminder of our Baptism and commitment to the

| ord.

The Marian C/lapc/is the old baptistcr3 especia”g noted 139 stained g]ass win-
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dows. Tl‘rc center rear window contains a dove that rcprcsents
the Holg SPirit that we receive at Baptism The shellis the sign
of the |iving water bcing Pourcd on us at Baptism The fish is an
carlg Christian sgmbol for Christ;; as a fish cannot live except in
water, the (Christian has life through the waters of Baptism The
red colorg[ass in all the windows is columns of fire, a sign of Puri~
fication. | he statue is of Qur Laclg of Grace with her arms out-
stretched extcncling the ghct of grace to us tlﬁrough her interces-
sion. | he blue votive candles are a remainder of our prayers and
SPecia] requests bcing raised to (God through Marg even after
we have left the church.

T]’:c glass doors to the vestibule are all marked with sgmbols
dedicated to Marg. The doors on the rig}‘rt [ooking into the
Marian Cnape[ mean the Fo”owing: 1) Christ (Chi Rho) at the
wc&&ing in Cana - Marg intercedes 2) Fountain — F[owing wa-
ters — Mar3 is the fountain of all graces %) Li]g - Marg is con-
ceived without sin - Puritg. | eft doors [ooking into Marian
Chape[ 4) Morning star — Mary guic]es us out of the dark night
of sin 5) Ship - Marg guiclcs us to the ['leavenlﬂ port. Unucor'tw
natcly doors 41, and 2 were broken and with them went other
sgmbo[s of Marg‘

Betwcen the doors are the Par/:sﬁpoorbaxcs, these containers
receive oF)Cerings which help our Parish St. Vincent de Paul So-
ciety to reach out to the poor of the Parish and the Parish‘s food

Pantry.

T he tiled mosaic walls clepict Our Laclg of (Grace and the Holg
Spirit‘

There is a holder for ]’10[3 water which Parishioners are free to

Page 4

take to use in their homes. |t also is used to fill the holg water fonts at all the church’s

entrances.

Entering the bo&g or main part of the church or the nave (mcaning boat) we notice
the largc open the space of the church. ]n 196%, when the church was bui!t, it was the
first in the Diocese of Fittsburgl—: to be constructed in the Fan~shapcd stgle. Ohne's
first view of the church makes it clear that here is a structure dedicated to worship. Jt
Points heavenwards from every ang]c. T}‘rc center of attention is the altar. Tl—:e pews
are Placcd as close to the altar (tne farthest pew in the church is cmlg 75 feet awag)
so that everyone may take their rightlcu] partin the |iturgg.

Ecsi&es the pews there are also a[ong the back wall the 5tat‘/bns of the Cross and
Com%sslbna/.i The Stations are artistic reprcsentations c]cpicting events in the
final hours of Christ's life as he was led to his crucifixion. T here are fourteen sta-
tions showing a Gospcl event or Popu]ar devotion clating back to the thirteenth cen-
tury. The confessionals are small rooms in which a person Private[g confesses or
receives the Sacrament of Confession. One can Frcclg go anongmouslg or face-to-

face with the priest with these confessionals.

Within the church are three sets of stained g]ass windows. |n the window over the
main entrance, the PowerFu] movement of color is centered in the Figure of Marg
garbecl in red. Red Proclaims Marg‘s fullness of grace. A fullness which resulted
from he encountering Christ in her life.

As we look to the right of the sanctuary, this window is dedicated to the sacraments.
Remember these windows were put in 1965. |n the very center are seven Ficry
tongues, a reminder to many of us that we have been confirmed in our faith through
the ghcts of the Holy Spirit in Confirmation. | o the immediate left of the column of
tongues can be seen a fountain type of effect in bright ge”ow. Jtis a scourge, the
sgmbo[ of Fenance. A cross supcrimposecl upon intcr]ocking rings is the theme of
Christian Marriagc‘ Another sgmbo[ c!epicts a goldcn gate and white host. T his
represents the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. |n this sgmbol Christ is
seen as the liberator from sumclcering bg wc[coming his followers into the glor9 of FPara-
dise. Before the gate one finds the staff of divine life, Viaticum. An open Bible, a
green stole and the cross of Christ symbo[ize the Friesthood and ‘\/ictimhoocl of
Jesus Christ.
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