
Hello 8th Grade Parents, 

Happy New Year!  As a parent of an 8th grader myself, this is certainly an exciting time for our children!  

Not only are our children preparing to transition to High School (doesn't it seem like high school wasn't 

that long ago for us?), but more importantly they are preparing for the Holy Sacrament of Confirmation!  

In the Sacrament of Confirmation, the Lord confirms what He has begun in Baptism, infusing our 

children with the grace and strength to give bold witness to the one true faith.  

Recently, we have learned from the Diocese that due to the ongoing pandemic, the Bishop will not be 

travelling around to parishes to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation, but has instead extended to 

Pastors the faculties to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation to their own parishioners.   

Our Pastor, Fr. Brian Welding, will be conferring the Sacrament of Confirmation on 8th graders towards 

the end of May (dates TBD). 

In order to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation, 8th graders who do not attend Catholic School 

will be required to complete the "Chosen" Series from Ascension Press.  This will take place in 1 of 3 

ways, either in-person OR a zoom class OR a self-paced online class.  Catholic School students will 

complete their catechetical preparation for Confirmation in their Catholic School 8th grade religion class.  

This Chosen Series will fulfill the 2nd semester CCD requirements for 8th graders.     

(1) In-person sessions will take place once a week on Thursday evenings (Feb. 4 - April 29) , from 6:30-

8:00 pm, in Clairvaux Hall, under St. Bernard Church.  These in-person sessions will allow for small group 

discussion and interaction with catechists, teen small-group leaders, and other 8th graders.  There is no 

charge for these in-person sessions.  Space is limited, and if this in-person session fills up, we will begin a 

second in-person session on another evening. 

OR 

(2) Online Zoom sessions will take place once a week on Sunday afternoons (Jan. 31 - April 25, except 

Easter), from 2:00-3:30 pm.  These zoom sessions will be taught by catechists of St. Michael the 

Archangel Parish.  There is no charge for these zoom sessions, but space is limited to allow for adequate 

participation. 

OR   

(3) Online self-paced sessions.  The student should plan to complete two lessons per week (approx. 1.5 

hours per week) (beginning of Feb - end of April).  There will be comprehension quizzes at the end of 

each lesson and progress will be tracked.  Ascension Press requires a fee of $17.95 per student for these 

self-paced online sessions.  Registration is at https://ascensionpress.com/products/chosen-your-

journey-toward-confirmation-online-course?variant=32193516601380   Scholarships are available, so 

please let us know if cost is an issue. 

Please fill out this sign-up to let us know whether your student will attend the in-person or online zoom 

or online self-paced Chosen sessions... 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4CA8AE2FAAF94-confirmation1 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B4CA8AE2FAAF94-confirmation1


In February we will hold parent meetings on Zoom, which will provide more details about choosing a 

Confirmation name and sponsor, information about signing up for a Confirmation date, as well as a 

Confirmation Retreat in May.  Details about this parent meeting will be sent in a few weeks. 

Also, for any parents or other adults (age 14+) who have been Baptized Catholic but never Confirmed, 

Fr. Brian will be holding a special Celebration of Confirmation for Adults in June. 

Fill out this online registration questionnaire for more details about receiving the Sacrament of 

Confirmation as an adult... https://smapgh.org/confirmation 

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out. 

Come Holy Spirit! 

 

 


